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HOOKS VISITS MONTREAL

I

r. Benjamin Hooks the
Olief Executive Officer of
the Natiooal Associatioo for
the Advaocemeot of Coloured
People (N.A.A.C.P.) was in
Montreal on February 21st to
adcress the city's Black community.
Dr. Hoolcs made it clear from the
outset that be was oot in the city to
tell Afro.Canadians bow to handle
the problems of racism and
intolerance many in the community
are facing. But be offered some
guidelines by drawing oo parallel
situations in the United States.
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As the leader of the oldest Civil
Rights organization in the world,
Dr. Hooks has testified numerous
times before Congressional
Committees.
His was a leading
voice in the successful effort to
secure economic sanctions against
the apartheid practices of the
government of the Republic of
South Africa.
Ao ordained
minister aod a lawyer, Dr. Hooks

was instrumental in securing
passage of the voting rights
ex:teosioo, the Martin Luther King
Jr. Holiday Bill aod the defeat of
the Boric nomination to the
Supreme Court.
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Just last mooth Dr. Hooks called
on President Bush to become
persooally involved in efforts to
resolve the plight of Haitian
refugees.
In a letter to the
President of the United States he
said the Haitian people have been
subjected to the rule of thugs since
the ousting of President Aristide
and their repatriation to their
homeland at this time is
"unconscionable."
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The Black Community Council
of Quebec (B.C.C.Q.) had been
trying for more than a year to bring
Dr. Hooks to Montreal. When he
finally found the time to come, the
B.C.C.Q.decided to make the visit
the highlight of its (ConL
m
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THE FATHER OF RUSSIAN LITERATURE

lexander Pushkin (below), a noble Russian poet was poud c:i his African heritage. The most celebrated writer
in the Russian language, Pushkin best captured the Russiao soul with bis simple aod historic dramas such
as Boris Godunov and the charming fairy tale Russian imd Lyudmila. More tbim 150 years after bis death,
the great-grandson of Ibrahim Haoibal continues to evoke emotion among millions d the Russian people. He is
their national writer. A town was named after him. In Leningrad Square, his towering brome statue is im eternal
tourist attraction. More than 100 monuments, museums, theatres, and other soviet buildings bear bis name. It is said
that "Literature without Pushkin is like earth without water - nothing!"

A

Pushkin's life however, was a mixture of strife and ecstasy, passion and pain.
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Black History Month activities. A
dinner W&5 scheduled at Montreal's
Shangrila Hotel and invitatioos were
sent out to members of the Black
community a5 well as to politicians at
the municipal, provincial and federal
levels. Two-hundred-and-fifty guests
were expected. but word that "the" Dr.
Benjamin Hooks would be the keynote
spealcer, drew many more people than
anticipated.
The mere mention that Dr. Hooks,

Executive Director of the NAA.C.P.
would be present drew Mootreal's
media out in full force. Because of
bis late arrival, due to a delayed flight
from Baltimore. the beadquartm of the
N.A.A. C.P., a mid-aftemooo ?"eSS
conference bad to be cancelled. But
before Dr. Hooks could get bis
overcoat off upon arrival at the bote~
be W&5 being interviewed by Pulse
News. The reporter from the Haitian
press bad just interviewed President
Aristide in W ashingtoo that aftemooo
before catching up with Dr. Hooks in

Mootreal. Black Is and the C.B.C.
secured exclusive interviews with the
famous Black leader.

Dr. Hooks, Now 67 years old. h~
beaded the N.A.A.C.P. for the past
fifteen years. Just before his arrival in
Mootreal, he announced to the U.S.
press that be will retire from office
later this year.•

